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Town of Riverdale Park 
Work Session Minutes 

November 30, 2020 
7:00 p.m. 

 
 
In Attendance 
Mayor Alan K. Thompson 
CM Marsha Dixon, Ward 1 (arrived at 7:23 p.m.) 
CM Aaron Faulx, Ward 2 
CM David Lingua, Ward 3 
 
John N. Lestitian, Town Manager 
Jessica Barnes, Town Clerk/Director of Administrative Services 
Ryan Chelton, Development Services Director 
David Morris, Chief of Police 
Paul Smith, Finance and Employee Services Director 
Gentry Jones, Finance Manager 
 
Absent 
CM Christopher Henry, Ward 4 
CM Colleen Richardson, Ward 5 
CM Hala Mayers, Ward 6 
 
Call to Order 
Mayor Thompson called the Work Session to order at 7:05 p.m. 
 
Agenda Approval 
CM Lingua requested that a presentation by Riverdale Park Arts be added to the agenda. There 
were no objections. 
 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Alan Thompson reported: 

• COVID-19 Update: number of cases in the State, County, and zip code not looking good; 
substantial increases in all areas; vaccine arrival expected in a month to six weeks and 
March/April for the general population. 

• Reminder to everyone to maintain social distance, wear a mask, and wash hands 
frequently. 

 
Town Manager’s Report 
Town Manager Lestitian reported: 

• Staff team continues to administer programs authorized by the Mayor and Council. 
• Overview of Town’s annual toy drive and ways to participate. 

 
Council Committee & Ward Reports 
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CM Marsha Dixon, Ward 1 
CM Marsha Dixon reported: 

• Hopes everyone had a great Thanksgiving! 
• Reminder to practice social distancing, wear a mask, and wash hands frequently 

 
CM Aaron Faulx, Ward 2 
CM Aaron Faulx deferred the majority of his report to the December Legislative Meeting. CM 
Faulx reminded residents to wear masks, social distance, and wash hands frequently. 
 
CM David Lingua, Ward 3 
CM David Lingua reported: 

• CKAR CDC meeting scheduled for December 1st at 5:30 p.m. via Zoom. All are 
welcome to attend. 

• Reminder that the cutoff for Go Green Trees is December 11th – only 150 of 300 trees 
have been planted - visit CKARCDC.org to request a tree for your property. 

• Update on Greater Riverdale Cares/Route 1 Communities Care program and pop-up food 
distributions. 

• Reminder to wear masks, social distance, and wash hands frequently.  
 
Discussion: 
Mayor Thompson discussed a recent article that he had read regarding Hyattsville’s loss of 
almost thirty percent of their urban tree canopy over the last ten years. 
 
Public Comments 
There were no public comments. 
 
Discussion Items 

1. FY2021 Revenue Analysis  
 
Finance Manager Gentry Jones provided an overview of the FY2021 revenue sources 
compared to FY2018, 2019, and 2020. 
 
Discussion: 
CM Lingua asked about the total amount of local income taxes and Mr. Jones stated that 
more final numbers would be available at the next Council meeting. 
 
Mayor Thompson asked if all of the numbers were year-to-date and Mr. Jones replied 
that they were. Mayor Thompson stated that he looked forward to seeing the final 
numbers. 
 
Town Manager Lestitian reported that the Town was performing well five (5) months 
into the fiscal year. 
 

2. CARES Act Funding Update 
 

Development Services Director Ryan Chelton provided an update on the Town’s CARES 
Act Funding and the recent budget adjustment due to adjusted projections for the 
Emergency Rent Relief Program. Director Chelton reported that the Town’s amended 
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budget was approved by the County last week and the Town would meet the County’s 
upcoming spending test. 
 
CM Lingua requested clarity on the directive provided by the County’s Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB) regarding budget overages. Director Chelton provided 
an overview. 
 
Mayor Thompson expressed concerns regarding the directive from OMB and thanked 
staff for their work in navigating the change.  
 
CM Lingua asked if staff were confident that the Town would meet the next spending test 
and Director Chelton replied in the affirmative. 
 

3. Farmers Market Dollars Program 
 
Development Services Director Ryan Chelton discussed the Farmers Market Dollars 
Program, the success of the program, and the staff recommendation to extend the 
program to the end of the fiscal year. Director Chelton discussed the anticipated 
reimbursement to the Town through the CARES Act funding and the plan to continue the 
program as long as funding was available to continue to do so. 
 
CM Faulx asked how long the program would last and Mayor Thompson stated that the 
program had originally been funded by the Town’s reserves and that funding was still 
available if needed.  
 
CM Lingua asked about the growth rate of the program and Administrative Services 
Director Barnes discussed the number of families participating in the program over the 
last several months.   
 
Mayor Thompson thanked staff for their work on the Farmers Market Dollars Program.  
 

4. Longfellow Street Storm Water Project Addendum to Agreement 
 

Town Manager Lestitian provided an overview of the addendum needed to the Municipal 
Participation Agreement with Prince George’s County for the Longfellow Street Storm 
Water Project. Town Manager Lestitian discussed the increased cost projection as well as 
the adjusted timeline included in the Addendum. Town Manager Lestitian clarified that 
the Town’s timeline for the project would not change.   
 
CM Lingua asked about the review for legal sufficiency and Town Manager Lestitian 
stated that Town Attorney Fred Sussman had reviewed the addendum to the agreement. 
 
CM Lingua asked for clarity regarding the Town’s timeline and Town Manager Lestitian 
reported that the project would be bid as soon as the design was finished (likely this 
winter) and construction would likely begin in the spring. 
 

5. Requests for letters during General Assembly Session 
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Administrative Services Director Barnes provided an overview of the requests for 
position letters that the Town receives during the General Assembly’s ninety-day 
legislative session. 
 
CM Faulx stated that he was comfortable with the Town Manager responding to requests 
for position letters on topics that the Council had already taken a position on and he 
would like to receive an update any letters that were sent. 
 
CM Lingua thanked staff for bringing the topic up for discussion and noted that the 
number of vision and commitment statements that had been adopted would help 
considerably to determine what staff could address versus what the Mayor and Council or 
Council Legislative Committee needed to weigh in on. 
 
Mayor Thompson stated that the Council would discuss, over the next week, items that 
would need to be included in a resolution regarding position letters. 
 

6. Town Election: May 3, 2021 
 
Administrative Services Director Jessica Barnes provided an overview of preparations for 
the upcoming Town election to include the need to appoint election judges, alternate 
election judges, and members of the Board of Election Appeals as well as the logistics of 
conducting an election during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

7. Minutes 
 

Mayor Thompson requested that the Council make staff aware of any corrections needed 
to the draft meeting minutes.  
 

New Business 
Mayor Thompson stated that he planned to discuss his initial recommendations for nominations 
to the Mixed-Use Town Center Local Design Review Committee at the December Council Work 
Session. 
 
Unfinished Business 
There was no Unfinished Business. 
 
Adjournment  
The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 


